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—Why do I want to use (or think I should use) controls?

Explainer Video (Al-generated)

¢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T]sFW5yLDYM

THE GEORGE
WASHINGTON
SITY



http://www.hermanaguinis.com/
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/research-methodology/book280088
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJsFW5yLDYM

How to Report: Illustrative Text

“We considered several potentially relevant control variables including A, B, and C.
Previous empirical research, including a recent meta-analysis by [insert text], suggests a
relationship berween A and X and berween B and X. As theory explains, the relationship
between A and X exists as a result of [insert text]. Moreover, B impacts X to the extent

hip between C and X that

that [insert text]. Finally, researchers also suggest a relat
is [insert text]. Given these relationships, X may relate to Y not because [insert text], as
our theorizing suggests, but rather because [insert text]. Thus, it is important to parse

out the variance between these controls and our predictor variable to eliminate alterna-

tive explanations and demonstrate the unique relarionship berween X and Y. That said,
examination of the bivariate conclations found in Table XX indicates that A and B are
not significantly correlated with X. C is not only significantly related to X, bur it relates
in a manner consistent with our theory-based expectation that comparison between our
hypotheses tests with and without A and B yielded identical results. Thus, to maximize
staristical power and offer the most interpretable results, we report the results without
controlling for A and B. However, we control for C given the correlations in Table XX

and the theory presented in our research.”

THE GEORGE
WASHINGTON

UNIVERSITY

Additional Resources

]ournal articles: https://wwwhermanaguinis.com/pubs.html

Books: | https://www.hermanaguinis.com/books.html
Watch videos and listen to podcasts (over 500 of
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https://www.hermanaguinis.com/pubs.html
https://www.hermanaguinis.com/books.html
https://www.youtube.com/@hermanaguinis1070/playlists
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